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These are our rules
Please take a minute to read

As they will save from several misdeeds

Dancing is joyful
Friendship is fun

This book is meant to be helpful
For a smooth group to run



Manners On the Dance Floor

✤ Be gentle.  Do not push or jerk people about while dancing.  If necessary, help 
direct your partner and others in your set through hand gestures (of an 
appropriate nature), eye contact, or other signals.

✤ Be respectful of each other.  Treat others as you would like to be treated.

✤ At all times be courteous and mindful of others’ sensibilities.  Before speaking or 
acting pause and ask yourself, “Would Miss Jane Austen approve?”

✤ Be welcoming and helpful to new members of our dance community.  Make a 
special effort to partner with and guide them.

✤ Be patient and forgiving of mistakes.  Everyone was new once.

✤ Listen to the dance master during instruction.  This will help improve you and 
your set’s proficiency and make the dancing more enjoyable for all.

✤ Balls are formal occasions, please dress accordingly.  Period attire or modern 
evening wear would be appropriate.

“You are to appear in the dancing room clean and neat, after taking your seat set up strait 
and genteel.”

“You are not to talk, whisper, or laugh in time of dancing; you must not come into or go 
out of the room without making your obeisance; young men by bowing, and ladies by 

curtseying, looking from the left, casting your eyes round the room to the right.”



Manners Off the Dance Floor

✤ Leave all swords, daggers, pistols, or other weapons at home.

✤ Dueling, physically or verbally, in the presence of ladies (or gentlemen) is 
unbecoming and not to be borne.

✤ Public displays of drunkenness are an embarrassment to all.  Please do not over 
imbibe.

✤ No snuff or other tobacco products may be used inside the dance facility or 
ballroom.

✤ Destruction, theft, or other abuse of private property is insupportable and will not 
be tolerated.

✤ Please respect neighborhood parking restrictions.  Leave your curricle, gig, or 
horseless conveyance in designated areas.

✤ Remember to pay your just share for practices and the balls.  Our dance 
community needs funds to operate and grow.

“You are to shun all bad company, and let your conversation be agreeable 
with gentility and sobriety.”

“You are to make use of no ill-words or ill conversation.”

“No kissing allowed in school.”
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